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MARY QUEEN OF ANGELS 1
ADMISSION POLICY

Introduction

This Admission Policy complies with requirements and national guidelines of the Education
Act 1998, Admissions to School Act 2018, Equal Status Act 2000 and most recently the NCSE
guidelines on Forward Planning for Special Education Provision for the 2026/2027 school
year and beyond (circular 0039/2025). All stakeholders were consulted in the drafting of
this policy.

This policy was approved by the school patron on 24th September 2025 .

The relevant dates and timeline for Mary Queen of Angels 1's admission process for both
mainstream and autism class are set out in the school’s annual admission notice, which must
be read in conjunction with this policy.

Rationale

This policy shall ensure that the appropriate procedures are in place to enable the school

* to make decisions on all applications in an open and transparent manner consistent with
the Ethos, our Mission Statement and the legislative guidelines.

* to put in place a framework which will ensure effective and productive relations
between pupils, parents and teachers where a pupils is admitted to the school

Mission Statement and General Objectives of the School

Mary Queen of Angels 1 is a national school under the patronage of the Archbishop of
Dublin. The school has classes from junior infants to sixth class, early start and an autism
class. It is an all boys’ school, except for early start which is co-educational. The mission of
the school is to provide a comprehensive, inclusive and accessible education of the highest
quality, which will enable all of our pupils to develop holistically to their full potential;
spiritually, socially, morally, physically and academically. We are committed to providing a
learning environment which is free from discrimination, threat, bullying and harassment for
all our pupils, staff and wider school community. In a caring and respectful way, we will
affirm each person’s self-worth and dignity, providing a child-centred education which



nurtures the strengths, talents and potential of all.

School Resources and Curriculum

Mary Queen of Angels 1 operates in accordance with the most up-to-date
legislation/statutory regulations/directives/circulars issued by the Department of Education
and Youth (DEY) and/or the patron. We are guided too by the Rules for National Schools,
the Education Act 1998 and the EPSEN Act 2004. This is implementable through the funding
and resources made available through the DEY. The school follows curricula as prescribed
by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA).

Admission of Pupils

Mary Queen of Angels 1 provides education exclusively for boys from junior infants to sixth
class and the autism class. The school does not discriminate where it refuses to admit a girl
applying for admission to the school. While the school is under the patronage of the catholic
church, it does not discriminate in relation to pupils who apply from other denominations or
religions in accordance with Section 7A of the Equal Status Act 2000.

No child is refused admission on the basis of ethnicity, special educational needs, disability,
language/accent, asylum-seeker/refugee status, family or social circumstances. The school
shall admit each pupil seeking admission except in the following circumstances:

¢ The school is oversubscribed

* A parent of a pupil, when required by the principal in accordance with Section 23(4) of
the Education Welfare Act 2000, fails to confirm that the code of behaviour of the
school is acceptable to him or her and that he or she shall make all reasonable efforts
to ensure compliance with such code by the pupil

Admission Procedures

Mary Queen of Angels 1 follows these procedures for enrolment of prospective pupils in the
intake group

* Parents are invited to complete an application form (online or hard copy).

* Parents should adhere to the admission window detailed in the Admissions Notice for
the following school year which is available on the school website.

* Upon receipt of an application, the school will contact the prospective pupils’
parent(s)/guardian(s).

* Successful applicants will receive written confirmation after the admission window has
closed. Parents are required to confirm acceptance of school place and adherence to
the Code of Behaviour within 2 weeks of receiving this offer.

* Unsuccessful applicants will be placed on a waiting list which ceases on the final day of
the academic year.



Children and young people are eligible for enrolment in a special class for autism when the
following is provided in support of such application:

Professional reports outlining:
* Diagnosis of special educational needs i.e. autism (DSM IV/V or ICD 10/11
(psychologist, psychiatrist, multi-disciplinary report)
AND
* A demonstration of the understanding of complexity of the child’s overall level of
needs evidenced in the professional reports.
AND
* Given the severity or complexity of the child’s support needs, a clear professional
recommendation as to what educational placement type would be most
appropriate to best meet the child’s needs, along with the rationale for same.
AND
* A letter from the NCSE confirming that the child is known to them and that the
child has the required diagnosis and recommendation for a special class for
autism.

Oversubscription

Selection criteria for mainstream intake group

* Brothers and step-brothers of pupils already enrolled in the school

* Boys who have attended Early Start in the school

* Boys who are currently residing in St. Matthew's parish

* Boys whose immediate family members have attended the school

* Boys of staff members

* Boys who are currently residing outside of St. Matthew's parish

* Exhausting this criteria, boys will be prioritised based on date of birth (oldest first)

Selection criteria for autism class

* Boys who are already enrolled in the school who are notified and verified by the NCSE
for admission to the autism class

* Brothers and step-brothers of pupils already enrolled in the school

* Boys who have attended Early Start in the school

* Boys who are currently residing in the St. Matthew's parish

* Boys whose immediate family members have attended the school

* Boys of staff members

* Boys who are currently residing outside of St. Matthew's parish

Procedures for admission of pupils to other classes and during the
school year

Pupils may be admitted to classes other than the schools intake group subject to the
admission policy and availability of places in the relevant class. Applications can be made in



this instance at any time. In the event of oversubscription in the class, applicants will be
placed on a waiting list in order of date of application.

What will not be considered or taken into account

In accordance with section 62(7) (e) of the Education Act, the school will not consider or
take into account any of the following in deciding on applications for admission or when
placing a student on a waiting list for admission to the school:

(a) a student’s prior attendance at a pre-school or pre-school service, including
naionrai,

other than in relation to a student’s prior attendance at—

(I) an early intervention class, or

(II) an early start pre-school, specified in a list published by the Minister from time

to time;

(b) the payment of fees or contributions (howsoever described) to the school;

(c) a student’s academic ability, skills or aptitude;

(other than in relation to:

- admission to a special class insofar as it is necessary in order to ascertain

whether or not the student has the category of special educational needs
concerned

(d) the occupation, financial status, academic ability, skills or aptitude of a student’s
parents;

(e) a requirement that a student, or his or her parents, attend an interview, open day
or other meeting as a condition of admission;

(f) a student’s connection to the school by virtue of a member of his or her family
attending or having previously attended the school;

other than siblings of a student attending or having attended the school as per
Enrolment Criteria.

g) the date and time on which an application for admission was received by the
school,

This is subject to the application being received at any time during the period
specified for receiving applications set out in the annual admission notice of the
school for the school year concerned.

Circumstances in which an offer may not be made or may be withdrawn

* If it is established that information contained in the application is false or misleading

* If an applicant fails to confirm acceptance of an offer of admission on or before the
date set out in the annual admission notice of the school

* |f the parent/guardian of the pupil fails to agree to the code of behaviour

Appeals Procedure

A Section 29 Appeal can be initiated by parents/guardians of a boy who has been refused



enrolment. All stages of the appeal must be followed as laid out in the Education Act 1998.

Guidance on this appeals procedure are available on the department website here.

Arrangements regarding pupils not attending religious instruction

The following are the school’s arrangements for pupils, where the parents or in the case of a
pupil who has reached the age of 18 years, the pupil, who has requested that the pupils
attend the school without attending religious instruction in the school. These arrangements
will not result in a reduction in the school day of such students:

A meeting will be arranged with the parent(s) or the pupil, as the case may be, to discuss
how the request may be accommodated by the school.

Implementation

This policy will be supported, developed and implemented in collaboration with the principal
and all staff members. The policy will be monitored and evaluated frequently by staff
members in accordance with new legislation.

Review

It will be necessary to review this policy on a regular basis to ensure optimum
implementation of the Admission Policy. All staff members will be involved in the review.

Ratification and Communication

This Admission Policy was reviewed and revised on 15th September 2025
and ratified by the Board of Management on 24th September 2025

Parents/guardians can_inspect the policy on the school website.

Signed: ]/WW (Chairperson of Board of Management)

Date:  24th September 2025 :
Signed: l\/](),u,{\,{(:@ SW\QWW (Principal)
Y V - 1

Date:  24th September 2025



https://www.section29appeals.gov.ie/

